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MAMANG DAI'S 
THE LEGENDS OF PENSAM: AN ENCAPTULATION OF ANIMIS 

Suriya kr. Doley, Assistant professor Department of English Pub Maiuli College. Majul, ASsani 
Abstract 

Twenty-first century novelists of North-East Indian region, alters their interest of writing from the strife of their people to the life style and livelihood of the region. Mamang Dai's novel The Legends of Pensam creates a milestone among this new generation novelist. In this novel, Dai encapsulate the ethnic life style and animistic faith of the Adi tribe of Arunachal Pradesh. The main focus of the novel is animistic world view of Adi's and their life style. The novelist documented the most fragile ecosystem of the world and how the Adi people engaged life in that. She also depicts that how the Adi people face difficulty in remodeling of their lives during this invasion of modern cosmopolitan environment; which is in the model of patriarchal cultural structure. The title of the novel, The Legends of Pensam can be simplified as the 'myth in-between the land'. Because the word "Pensam", which in the Adi language, literally means "in- between". The interconnected nineteen tales of the novel have been foregrounded by this abode of the Tani people, which is surrounded by mountain of Arunachal Pradesh. Within this land how the Tani people are living in a colorful diversity, to weaving out indigenous myth and stories of themselves to protect their immediate environment from any kind of environmental degradation. Their practicing of animism creates a collective consciousness about the fragileness of the green environment. As the novelist says in the author's note- the Adi's practice an animistic faith that is woven around forest ecology and co-existence with the natural world (Dai-2006). Key Words:- Adi tribe, Animism, ecology, feminism, and The legends of Pensam'. 
Analysis: 

The stories of the novel have been disclosed in a flashback manner. The first chapter of the novel, "the boy who fell from the sky", the novelist explores an animistic paradigm of human nature relationship. At the very beginning of the novel, we see Hoxo1 
from sky into the green forest. lt is a common believe in the community, Hoxo who will be the respected elder of the community is a man of nature, when he open his eyes, he first saw the green forest of the region. 

When Hoxo first open his eyes to the world, he saw green. A green wall of trees and bamboo and a green waterfall that sprayed his cheek and washed the giant fern that seemed to be waving to him" (Dai-07). 
Hoxo's birth in the nature and birth from the womb of nature implies the nature's benevolent to human being. When Hoxo set out his journey to the world, he was confused to recognize his parent, but from that very beginning he was fascinated towards the green color of nature. He was not Confused of the color of the world. May be this was the first principles to developed animism in the 

COmmunity and may be this is the reason they devoted to the nature. The narrator extents her view on 
arure- "the color green always 'soothed him, it was the color of escape and solitude" (Dai-08). On 
ne other hand, feminity of nature has been exhibited by the Hoxo's first meeting with his mother. 

e instantly recognized her as someone kind and good. She was tall and young and her face was 
WIth love and anxiety [..... Even today Hoxo could not remember any happiness greater than 
C moment of that touch he had known more than half a century ago" (Dai-08). 

Mamang Dai's The Legends of Pensam is an extravagant of animistic life style. Here the 
elist articulates the calm and peaceful c0-existence of human and nature. This serenity has been 
Crupted by the intervention of the modern day's scientific development. Here, in the novel, the 
valof Fire-arms into the region destroys the peaceful life of the people and nature. During that 
nunting becomes a professional not a livelihood. Hoxo's peaceful life was ruined when his 

major character of the novel, fells 



MIRRORR 
Contemporary ssues 
in Social Soiences 

pse/ Ae16L Dr. Kakali Hazarika 
Merina Ahmed 



MIRR0R 
CONTEMPORARY IssUES IN SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Edited by 
Dr.Kakali Hazarika 

Merina Ahmed 

GLOBAL 
PUBLISHING 
HOUSE INDIA 



Advisory Board 

ChiefAdvisor 

Dr. Sahjahan Ali Ahmed, Principal, Nabajyoti College, Kalgachia. 

Dr. Sudipta Sarkar, Assistant Professor, Rural Development Studies, 

University of Kalyani, West Bengal 
Dr. Sorokhaibam Laxmi Gayatri, Assistant Professor, Department of 

Chemistry, National Institute of Technology, Visvesvaraya, 

Nagpur,Maharashtra. 
Dr. Gunindra Nath Sarmah,Associate Professor, HOD,Department of 
Commerce, Lakhimpur Commerce college,North Lakhimpur, Assam. 

Advisors 

Copyright© 2017 Editors 

Offices 
90, Saheed Nagar, Bhubaneswar-7,0disha 
House No.4, Bye lane-7, New Sarania, Gandhi Basti, Guwahati-3, Assam 
Door No. 13-1-1,Vigneshwara Enclave, Anthony Nagar, Maharanipeta, Visakhapatnam-2, AP (India) 

All rights reserved. No part of this book or parts thereof may be reproduced stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any language or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of the copyright owners and the publishers. 

The responsibility for the facts stated,opinion expressed, conclusions reached etc. is entirely that of the author. The Editor and the publisher accept no responsibility for them 

ISBN:978-93-81563-36-6 
Published by 
Global Publishing House India Door No. 13-1-1,Vigneshwara Enclave, Anthony Nagar, Maharanipeta, Visakhapatnam-2 AR 



Contents 

Study on Entrepreneurial Promotion in N E India 1 
15 -Dr. Porag Kalita 

Human Rights at Risk: A Gender Perspective of 2 
Women Police in Odis ha 

24 Dr. Ramesh Chandra Nayak 

Development Decentralization and Workings of 3 
MGNREGA: A Case Study of Rural Assam 

-Trailokya Deka 50 

Traditional Belief Systems of the Tai Buddhist 
Communities of Assam: A Study 
- Dr. Bornali Borah 66 

A Study on the Education and Environmental1 5 
Awareness among Village Women in relation to 
Controlling Communicable Diseases at 

Household Level 

75 - Debojit Borah 

Potentiality and Challenges of Rural Tourism in 

Majuli and Impact of Globalization 
6 

84 Anup Kumar Borah 

Panchayati Raj Institutions and Water Resources 
Management - A Study in the State of Assam 

- Anita Das 94 



Potentiality and Challenges of Rural 

Tourism in Majuli and Impact of 

Globalization 

Anup Kumar Borah 

Abstract 

Majuli, the newly declared district of Assam (35 no.) found a 

place in the Guinness World Records when it was declared 
the World 's largest river island displacing the Marajo island 
of Brazil. Majuli is a hub of the neo-vaishnavite culture and 
mamy of these satras keep the song and dance culture of this 
heritage alive. Art and Culture flourish on this island and it 
is the homeland of Mishing. Deori, Sonowal Kachari etc. 
tribes of the state. 

Majuli has a great potentiality for different growing segments 
of tourism like Eco-Tourism, Cultural Tourism, Agri-lourism, 
Religious and spiritual tourism and other sector like cottage 
industries. Every year a large number of domestic and foreign tourists have come to the island. There is numerous potentialu 1o generate Employment, Livelihood, Marketing, Agricuirurr development elc in tourism sector. 

Rural tourism is a form of tourism that showcases the ruru" life, art, culture and heritage at rural locations and thereby benefitting the local community economically and socially The development ofa strong platform around the concep of Rural Tourism is definilely useful for a district like Mayu where about 90% of people lives in purely rural areas. 1here OCCurs various chunges m last few years due to the impact oy 
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h
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aik
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A

sst. 
P

rof., D
ep

tt. o
f S

ociology, P
u

b
 M

aju
li C

o
lleg

e 

T
h

e
 U

N
 a

n
d

 th
e
 g

o
v

e
rn

m
e
n

t o
f alm

o
st all th

e n
atio

n
s h

av
e set m

an
y

 

regulations in
 o

rd
er to

 protect ch
ild

 rights. B
u

t ch
ild

 protection is a
n

 issue in
 

ev
ery

 country an
d

 a high priority fo
r U

N
IC

E
F

. N
o

w
a
 days ch

ild
ren

 subjected 

to
 violence, exploitation, ab

u
se an

d
 neglect a

r
e
 a

t risk
 of death, p

o
o

r physical 

an
d

 m
en

tal health, H
IV

/A
ID

S
 injection, ed

u
catio

n
 problem

s, displacem
ent,

h
o

m
elessn

ess,
v

a
g

ra
n

c
y

 a
n

d
 p

o
o

r parenting sk
ills later in

 life is a c
o

m
m

o
n

 

scenery. T
h

e U
n

ited
 N

atio
n

 C
o

n
v

e
n

tio
n

 o
n

 th
e R

ight of the C
h

ild
 (U

N
C

R
C

) 

d
efin

es C
h

ild
 R

ights a
s
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in
im

u
m

 e
n

title
m

e
n

ts and freed
o

m
 that sh

o
u

ld
 be 

affo
rd

ed
 to

 ev
ery

 citizen
 b

elo
w

 th
e a

g
e
 o

f 18 regardless of race, n
a
tio

n
a
l 

onigin,cooler gender, language, sedition,opinions, origin, w
ealth, birth status, 

disability,or
o

th
er c

h
a
ra

c
te

ristic
s. T

h
e right e

n
c
o

m
p

a
s
s
 freed

o
m

 o
fc

h
ild

re
n

 

a
n

d
 their civil rights, fam

ily en
v

iro
n

m
en

t, education, leisure an
d

 cu
ltu

ral a
c
tiv

itie
s

and special protection m
easures. 

In
 th

is article a
n

 attem
p

t has b
een

 m
a
d

e
 h

o
w

 c
h

ild
re

n
 a

r
e
 deprived o

f 

h
e
ir right particularly

in India an
d

 th
e w

o
rld

 in general. In
 m

a
n

y
 n

atio
n

s, it is 

S
e
e
n

 th
at th

e C
h

ild
s a

r
e
 a

b
a
n

d
o

n
e
d

, they d
o

 n
o

t get a chance to
 step
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Physical &
 Psychological Im

pact of 
Disaster Events o

n
 Physically&

 
M

entally Special Children 
D

ilip B
oruah 

A
sst. Prof, Deptt. of Sociology, 

P
ub M

ajuli College 

INTRODUCTION: 
T

he term
 disaster generally implies a serious disruption of the functionin 

of a society, causing widespread human, m
aterial o

r environmental losses w
nien 

x
ceed

 the ability of affected society to cope using only its resources. So, in sim
ple 

language it is a situation in w
here there is the loss of overwhelms local capacit. 

necessitating a request to a national o
r international level for external assistan 

a
n

 unioreseen and often sudden event that cau
ses great damage, destruction a 

hum
an suffiering. 

D
isasters are categorized in tw

o types nam
ely 

-N
atural and ia

 
Natural disasters are events that w

e
 have n

o
 control over tna 

m
ade 

c
o

n
tro

l o
v

er that c: 
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E
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v
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n
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M
rs. B

iju
 T

am
u

ly
 

A
sst. Prof, D

eptt.of H
istory, 

P
u

b
 M

ajuli C
ollege 

IN
T

R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

: 

U
rbanization generally refers to a gradual increase in population and the 

am
ount o

f industrialization o
f a settlem

ent. It includes increase in the n
u

m
b

er 

and extent o
f cities. It sym

bolizes the m
ovem

ent of p
e
o

p
le

 from
 rural to urban . 

In
o

th
er w

ords, urbanization refers to the process by w
hich rural areas becom

e 
urbanized as a result of econom

ic developm
ent and industrialization. R

easons 
that m

ak
es p

eo
p

le m
o

v
e from

 rural to
 u

rb
an

 are m
ain

ly
_

 in
d

u
strializatio

n
, 

m
odernization, com

m
ercialization, social w

elfare, health care system
, education 

facilities, em
ploym

ent opportunity etc. H
ow

ever the reasons for urbanization 

vary from
 country depending o

n
 the nation. 

T
h

e p
ro

cess o
f urbanization is rapid all o

v
er the w

orld. C
urrently 

developed co
u

n
tries are characterized high level o

fu
rb

an
izatio

n
 an

d
 so

m
e o

f 

them
 are in final stage of urbanization process and experiencing

slow
ing dow

n 
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f M
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e: 

A
 S

u
stain

ab
le L

iv
ely

h
o

o
d

 to
 th

e
 

C
om

m
unity 

(A
n analytical investigation on M

ising T
ribe o

f M
aju

l). 

S
u

rjy
a K

u
m

ar D
oley 

D
ijen K

u
m

ar S
aikia 

A
sst. Prof., D

eptt. of English, Pub-M
ajuli C

ollege 

A
B

ST
R

A
C

T
: 

R
est of the w

orld becom
es delighted w

henever they s
e
e
 the blending culture 

of the w
orld's largest inhabited river Island- M

ajuli. M
ajuli is a salad bow

l ofN
eo- 

vaishnavite Satria culture and varied ethnic culture like m
ishing, deori etc. 

Ethnic 
culture o

f M
ishing com

m
unity is o

n
e
 of the m

o
st beautiful cultures to

 expose M
ajuli 

to
 the O

utsider. M
ising com

m
unity has evergreen culture and tradition. B

ut the fact is 
that the landscape o

f M
ajuli is shrinking gradually. T

his agrarian com
m

unity has 
faced m

any problem
s to

 m
aintain their life style and collect their livelihood. M

ajority 
ofthem

 has struggle for their basic needs-food, clothes and shelter. S
o it is a

n
 urgent 

need to
 looking for a

n
 alternative livelihood w

hich they c
a
n

 adopt easily. 
T

his study undertakes a
n

 investigation o
n

 the E
thnic culture of M

ishing tioe 
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A
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m
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o
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A

sst. P
ro

f, D
ep

tt.o
f P

o
litical S

cience, 
P

ub M
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ollege 

A
bstract 

S
o

cio
-eco

n
o

m
ic statu

s is a
n

 eco
n

o
m

ic a
n

d
 so

cio
lo

g
ical co

m
b

in
ed

 

to
tal m

easu
re o

f a p
erso

n
 s w

o
rk

 ex
p

erien
ce a

n
d

 o
f a

n
 in

d
iv

id
u

al s o
r 

Jam
ily

 s eco
n

o
m

ic a
n

d
 so

cial p
o

sitio
n

 in
 relatio

n
 to

 o
th

ers, 
b

a
se

d
 o

n
 

incom
e, education, a

n
d

 occupation. L
ike in

 an
y

 o
th

er p
atriarch

al so
ciety

 

the qualiny o
f life o

f w
om

en in M
ising society is also

 d
eterm

in
ed

 by th
e 

socio-econom
ic, relig

io
u

s a
n

d
 cu

ltu
ral facto

rs. O
w

in
g

 to th
eir g

en
d

er 

w
om

en su
ffer from

 system
atic so

cial injustice a
n

d
 they are exploited a

n
d

 

o
p

p
ressed

 n
o

t o
n

ly
 a

s h
u

m
an

 b
ein

g
s b

u
t also

 a
s w

om
en. T

he aim
 o

f th
is 

p
a
p

e
r is to

 m
ak

e a
n

 in
v

estig
atio

n
 in

to
 th

e ro
le a

n
d

 th
e so

cio
-eco

n
o

m
ic 

status o
f w

om
en in M

ising society o
f A

ssam
 considering di�fferent 

asp
ect 

o
f th

eir contributions, su
ch

 as p
articip

atio
n

in eco
n

o
m

ic activ
ity

 a
n

d
 

o
th

er p
ro

d
u

ctiv
e activ

ities, 
so

cio
-cu

ltu
ral a

n
d

 relig
io

u
s activ

ity
 

p
articip

atio
n

 in th
e d

ecisio
n

 m
ak

in
g

 etc. H
ow

ever, in sp
ite o

fth
e sig

n
ifican

t 

role p
lay

ed
 by the M

ising w
om

enfolk, their contributions are not given 
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W
TO

 has tw
o types of approach tow

ards developing econom
ies a

s: 

A.Positive A
pproach: 

A
bout tw

o thirds of the W
T

O
's around 150 m

em
bers are developing 

COuntries. They play an increasingly im
portant and active role in the W

 1O
ca 

o
f their murmbers, because they are becoming more im

portant in the global eco
n

u
 

and because they increasingly look to trade a
s a vital tool m

 u 
tenent 

c
a
u

s 

etorts. Developing countries a
re

 a highly diverse group often with ver 
ade a

s
 a vital tool in their developme 

tieren
t 

countries, the W
TO

 agreem
ents contain certain special provisions. T

he s* 

V
iew

s and concerns. In order to address to
 the special needs o 

aspects related to the developing countries are Overse 
.w

TO
 Ag 

trade and development. The provisions have been m
ade in

 u
e
 

o
v

e
r
s
e
e
n

 by th
e c

o
m

m
itt I

e
n

t
 

m
ade in the W

TO Agn 


